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5.2-3. Next comes the Latin country, in which the city of the Romans is situated, though 
it now comprises also many cities of what was formerly non-Latin country. For the 
Aeci, the Volsci, the Hernici, and also the aborigines who lived near Rome itself, the 
Rutuli who held the old Ardea, and other groups, greater or less, who lived near the 
Romans of that time, were all in existence when the city was first founded; and some of 
these groups, since they were ranked under no common tribe, used to be allowed to live 
autonomously in separate villages. It is said that Aeneas, along with his father Anchises 
and his son Ascanius, after putting in at Laurentum, which was on the shore near Ostia 
and the Tiber, founded a city a little above the sea, within about twenty-four stadia from 
it; and Latinus, the king of the aborigines, who lived in this place where Rome now is, 
on making them a visit, used Aeneas and his people as allies against the neighbouring 
Rutuli who occupied Ardea (the distance from Ardea to Rome is one hundred and sixty 
stadia), and after his victory founded a city near by, naming it after his daughter 
Lavinia; and when the Rutuli joined battle again, Latinus fell, but Aeneas was 
victorious, became king, and called his subjects "Latini"; and after the death of both 
Aeneas and his father Anchises, Ascanius founded Alba and Mount Albanus, which 
Mount is the same distance from Rome as Ardea. Here the Romans in company with the 
Latini — I mean the joint assembly of all their magistrates — offered sacrifice to Zeus; 
and the assembly put one of the young nobles in charge of the city as governor for the 
time of the sacrifice. But it is four hundred years later that the stories about Amollius 
and his brother Numitor are placed — stories partly fabulous but partly closer to the 
truth. In the first place, both brothers succeeded to the rule of Alba (which extended as 
far as the Tiber) from the descendants of Ascanius; but Amollius, the younger, elbowed 
the elder out and reigned alone; but since Numitor had a son and a daughter, Amollius 
treacherously murdered the son while on a hunt, and appointed the daughter, in order 
that she might remain childless, a priestess of Vesta, so as to keep her a virgin (she is 
called Rhea Silvia); then, on discovering that she had been ruined (for she gave birth to 
twins), instead of killing her, he merely incarcerated her, to gratify his brother, and 
exposed the twins on the banks of the Tiber in accordance with an ancestral custom. In 
mythology, however, we are told that the boys were begotten by Ares, and that after 
they were exposed people saw them being suckled by a she-wolf; but Faustulus, one of 
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the swineherds near the place, took them up and reared them (but we must assume that 
it was some influential man, a subject of Amollius, that took them and reared them), and 
called one Romulus and the other Romus; and upon reaching manhood they attacked 
Amollius and his sons, and upon the defeat of the latter and the reversion of the rule to 
Numitor, they went back home and founded Rome — in a place which was suitable 
more as a matter of necessity than of choice; for neither was the site naturally strong, 
nor did it have enough land of its own in the surrounding territory to meet the 
requirements of a city, nor yet, indeed, people to join with the Romans as inhabitants; 
for the people who lived thereabouts were wont to dwell by themselves (though their 
territory almost joined the walls of the city that was being founded), not even paying 
any attention to the Albani themselves. And there was Collatia, and Antemnae, and 
Fidenae, and Labicum, and other such places — then little cities, but now mere villages, 
or else estates of private citizens — all at a distance from Rome of thirty stadia, or a 
little more. At any rate, between the fifth and the sixth of those stones which indicate 
the miles from Rome there is a place called "Festi," and this, it is declared, is a 
boundary of what was then the Roman territory; and, further, the priests celebrate 
sacrificial festivals, called "Ambarvia," on the same day, both there and at several other 
places, as being boundaries. Be this as it may, a quarrel arose at the time of the founding 
of the city, and as a result Remus was slain. After the founding Romulus set about 
collecting a promiscuous rabble by designating as an asylum a sacred precinct between 
the Arx and the Capitol, and by declaring citizens all the neighbours who fled thither for 
refuge. But since he could not obtain the right of intermarriage for these, he announced 
one horse-race, sacred to Poseidon, the rite that is still to-day performed; and when 
numerous people, but mostly Sabini, had assembled, he bade all who wanted a wife to 
seize the maidens who had come to the race. Titus Tatius, the king of the Curites, went 
to avenge the outrage by force of arms, but compromised with Romulus on the basis of 
partnership in the throne and state. But Tatius was treacherously murdered in Lavinium, 
and then Romulus, with the consent of the Curites, reigned alone. After Romulus, Numa 
Pompilius, a fellow-citizen of Tatius, succeeded to the throne, receiving it from his 
subjects by their own choice. This, then, is the best accredited story of the founding of 
Rome.  

3 But there is another one, older and fabulous, in which we are told that Rome was an 
Arcadian colony and founded by Evander:— When Heracles was driving the cattle of 
Geryon he was entertained by Evander; and since Evander had learned from his mother 
Nicostrate (she was skilled in the art of divination, the story goes) that Heracles was 
destined to become a god after he had finished his labours, he not only told this to 
Heracles but also consecrated to him a precinct and offered a sacrifice to him after the 
Greek ritual, which is still to this day kept up in honour of Heracles. And Coelius 
himself, the Roman historian, puts this down as proof that Rome was founded by 
Greeks — the fact that at Rome the hereditary sacrifice to Heracles is after the Greek 
ritual. And the Romans honour also the mother of Evander, regarding her as one of the 
nymphs, although her name has been changed to Carmentis. 


