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6 Since Alexandria and its neighbourhood constitute the largest and most important part 
of this subject, I shall begin with them. The sea-coast, then, from Pelusium, as one sails 
towards the west, as far as the Canobic mouth, is about one thousand three hundred 
stadia — the "base" of the Delta, as I have called it; and thence to the island Pharos, one 
hundred and fifty stadia more. Pharos is an oblong isle, is very close to the mainland, 
and forms with it a harbour with two mouths; the shore of the mainland forms a bay, 
since it thrusts two promontories into the open sea, and between these is situated the 
island, which closes the bay, for it lies lengthwise parallel to the shore. Of the 
extremities of Pharos, the eastern one lies closer to the mainland and to the promontory 
opposite it (the promontory called Lochias), and thus makes the harbour narrow at the 
mouth; and in addition to the narrowness of the intervening passage there are also rocks, 
some under the water, and others projecting out of it, which at all hours roughen the 
waves that strike them from the open sea. And likewise the extremity of the isle is a 
rock, which is washed all round by the sea and has upon it a tower that is admirably 
constructed of white marble with many stories and bears the same name as the island. 
This was an offering made by Sostratus of Cnidus, a friend of the kings, for the safety of 
mariners, as the inscription says: for since the coast was harbourless and low on either 
side, and also had reefs and shallows, those who were sailing from the open sea thither 
needed some lofty and conspicuous sign to enable them to direct their course aright to 
the entrance of the harbour. And the western mouth is also not easy to enter, although it 
does not require so much caution as the other. And it likewise forms a second harbour, 
that of Eunostus, as it is called, which lies in front of the closed harbour which was dug 
by the hand of man. For the harbour which affords the entrance on the side of the above-
mentioned tower of Pharos is the Great Harbour, whereas these two lie continuous with 
that harbour in their innermost recess, being separated from it only by the embankment 
called the Heptastadium. The embankment forms a bridge extending from the mainland 
to the western portion of the island, and leaves open only two passages into the harbour 
of Eunostus, which are bridged over. However, this work formed not only a bridge to 
the island but also an aqueduct, at least when Pharos was inhabited. But in these present 
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times it has been laid waste by the deified Caesar in his war against the Alexandrians, 
since it had sided with the kings. A few seamen, however, live near the tower. As for 
the Great Harbour, in addition to its being beautifully enclosed both by the embankment 
and by nature, it is not only so deep close to the shore that the largest ship can be 
moored at the steps, but also is cut up into several harbours. Now the earlier kings of the 
Aegyptians, being content with what they had and not wanting foreign imports at all, 
and being prejudiced against all who sailed the seas, and particularly against the Greeks 
(for owing to scarcity of land of their own the Greeks were ravagers and coveters of that 
of others), set a guard over this region and ordered it to keep away any who should 
approach; and they gave them as a place of abode Rhacotis, as it is called, which is now 
that part of the city of the Alexandrians which lies above the ship-houses, but was at 
that time a village; and they gave over the parts round about the village to herdsmen, 
who likewise were able to prevent the approach of outsiders. But when Alexander 
visited the place and saw the advantages of the site, he resolved to fortify the city on the 
harbour. Writers record, as a sign of the good fortune that has since attended the city, an 
incident which occurred at the time of tracing the lines of the foundation: When the 
architects were marking the lines of the enclosure with chalk, the supply of chalk gave 
out; and when the king arrived, his stewards furnished a part of the barley-meal which 
had been prepared for the workmen, and by means of this the streets also, to a larger 
number than before, were laid out. This occurrence, then, they are said to have 
interpreted as a good omen. 
 
7 The advantages of the city's site are various; for, first, the place is washed by two seas, 
on the north by the Aegyptian Sea, as it is called, and on the south by Lake Mareia, also 
called Mareotis. This is filled by many canals from the Nile, both from above and on the 
sides, and through these canals the imports are much larger than those from the sea, so 
that the harbour on the lake was in fact richer than that on the sea; and here the exports 
from Alexandria also are larger than the imports; and anyone might judge, if he were at 
either Alexandria or Dicaearchia and saw the merchant vessels both at their arrival and 
at their departure, how much heavier or lighter they sailed thither or therefrom. And in 
addition to the great value of the things brought down from both directions, both into 
the harbour on the sea and into that on the lake, the salubrity of the air is also worthy of 
remark. And this likewise results from the fact that the land is washed by water on both 
sides and because of the timeliness of the Nile's risings; for the other cities that are 
situated on lakes have heavy and stifling air in the heats of summer, because the lakes 
then become marshy along their edges because of the evaporation caused by the sun's 
rays, and, accordingly, when so much filth-laden moisture rises, the air inhaled is 
noisome and starts pestilential diseases, whereas at Alexandria, at the beginning of 
summer, the Nile, being full, fills the lake also, and leaves no marshy matter to corrupt 
the rising vapours. At that time, also, the Etesian winds blow from the north and from a 
vast sea, so that the Alexandrians pass their time most pleasantly in summer. 
 
8 The shape of the area of the city is like a chlamys; the long sides of it are those that 
are washed by the two waters, having a diameter of about thirty stadia, and the short 
sides are the isthmuses, each being seven or eight stadia wide and pinched in on one 
side by the sea and on the other by the lake. The city as a whole is intersected by streets 
practicable for horse-riding and chariot-driving, and by two that are very broad, 
extending to more than a plethrum in breadth, which cut one another into two sections 
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and at right angles. And the city contains most beautiful public precincts and also the 
royal palaces, which constitute one-fourth or even one-third of the whole circuit of the 
city; for just as each of the kings, from love of splendour, was wont to add some 
adornment to the public monuments, so also he would invest himself at his own expense 
with a residence, in addition to those already built, so that now, to quote the words of 
the poet, "there is building upon building." All, however, are connected with one 
another and the harbour, even those that lie outside the harbour. The Museum is also a 
part of the royal palaces; it has a public walk, an Exedra with seats, and a large house, in 
which is the common mess-hall of the men of learning who share the Museum. This 
group of men not only hold property in common, but also have a priest in charge of the 
Museum, who formerly was appointed by the kings, but is now appointed by Caesar. 
The Sema also, as it is called, is a part of the royal palaces. This was the enclosure 
which contained the burial-places of the kings and that of Alexander; for Ptolemy, the 
son of Lagus, forestalled Perdiccas by taking the body away from him when he was 
bringing it down from Babylon and was turning aside towards Aegypt, moved by greed 
and a desire to make that country his own. Furthermore, Perdiccas lost his life, having 
been slain by his soldiers at the time when Ptolemy attacked him and hemmed him up in 
a desert island. So Perdiccas was killed, having been transfixed by his soldiers' sarissae 
when they attacked him; but the kings who were with him, both Aridaeus and the 
children of Alexander, and also Rhoxanê, Alexander's wife, departed for Macedonia; 
and the body of Alexander was carried off by Ptolemy and given sepulture in 
Alexandria, where it still now lies — not, however, in the same sarcophagus as before, 
for the present one is made of glass, whereas the one wherein Ptolemy laid it was made 
of gold. The latter was plundered by the Ptolemy nicknamed "Cocces" and 
"Pareisactus," who came over from Syria but was immediately expelled, so that his 
plunder proved unprofitable to him. 
 
9 In the Great Harbour at the entrance, on the right hand, are the island and the tower 
Pharos, and on the other hand are the reefs and also the promontory Lochias, with a 
royal palace upon it; and on sailing into the harbour one comes, on the left, to the inner 
royal palaces, which are continuous with those on Lochias and have groves and 
numerous lodges painted in various colours. Below these lies the harbour that was dug 
by the hand of man and is hidden from view, the private property of the kings, as also 
Antirrhodos, an isle lying off the artificial harbour, which has both a royal palace and a 
small harbour. They so called it as being a rival of Rhodes. Above the artificial harbour 
lies the theatre; then the Poseidium — an elbow, as it were, projecting from the 
Emporium, as it is called, and containing a temple of Poseidon. To this elbow of land 
Antony added a mole projecting still farther, into the middle of a harbour, and on the 
extremity of it built a royal lodge which he called Timonium. This was his last act, 
when, forsaken by his friends, he sailed away to Alexandria after his misfortune at 
Actium, having chosen to live the life of a Timon the end of his days, which he intended 
to spend in solitude from all those friends. Then one comes to the Caesarium and the 
Emporium and the warehouses; and after these to the ship-houses, which extend as far 
as the Heptastadium. So much for the Great Harbour and its surroundings. 
 
10 Next, after the Heptastadium, one comes to the Harbour of Eunostus, and, above this, 
to the artificial harbour, which is also called Cibotus; it too has ship-houses. Farther in 
there is a navigable canal, which extends to Lake Mareotis. Now outside the canal there 
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is still left only a small part of the city; and then one comes to the suburb Necropolis, in 
which are many gardens and groves and halting-places fitted up for the embalming of 
corpses, and, inside the canal, both to the Sarapium and to other sacred precincts of 
ancient times, which are now almost abandoned on account of the construction of the 
new buildings at Nicopolis; for instance, there are an amphitheatre and a stadium at 
Nicopolis, and the quinquennial games are celebrated there; but the ancient buildings 
have fallen into neglect. In short, the city is full of public and sacred structures; but the 
most beautiful is the Gymnasium, which has porticoes more than a stadium in length. 
And in the middle are both the court of justice and the groves. Here, too, is the Paneium, 
a "height," as it were, which was made by the hand of man; it has the shape of a fir-
cone, resembles a rocky hill, and is ascended by a spiral road; and from the summit one 
can see the whole of the city lying below it on all sides. The broad street that runs 
lengthwise extends from Necropolis past the Gymnasium to the Canobic Gate; and then 
one comes to the Hippodrome, as it is called, and to the other (streets?) that lie parallel, 
extending as far as the Canobic canal. Having passed through the Hippodrome, one 
comes to Nicopolis, which has a settlement on the sea no smaller than a city. It is thirty 
stadia distant from Alexandria. Augustus Caesar honoured this place because it was 
here that he conquered in battle those who came out against him with Antony; and when 
he had taken the city at the first onset, he forced Antony to put himself to death and 
Cleopatra to come into his power alive; but a little later she too put herself to death 
secretly, while in prison, by the bite of an asp or (for two accounts are given) by 
applying a poisonous ointment; and the result was that the empire of the sons of Lagus, 
which had endured for many years, was dissolved. 


