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68.29. Then he came to the ocean itself, and when he had learned its nature and had 
seen a ship sailing to India, he said: "I should certainly have crossed over to the Indi, 
too, if I were still young." For he began to think about the Indi and was curious about 
their affairs, and he counted Alexander a lucky man. Yet he would declare that he 
himself had advanced farther than Alexander, and would so write to the senate, although 
he was unable to preserve even the territory that he had subdued. For this achievement 
he obtained among other honours the privilege of celebrating a triumph for as many 
nations as he pleased; for by reason of the large number of the peoples of whom he was 
constantly writing to them they were unable in some cases to follow him intelligently or 
even to use the names correctly. So the people in Rome were preparing for him a 
triumphal arch besides many other tributes in his own forum and were getting ready to 
go forth an unusual distance to meet him on his return. But he was destined never to 
reach Rome again nor to accomplish anything comparable to his previous exploits, and 
furthermore to lose even those earlier acquisitions. For during the time that he was 
sailing down to the ocean and returning from there again all the conquered districts were 
thrown into turmoil and revolted, and the garrisons placed among the various peoples 
were either expelled or slain. 
 
69.12. At Jerusalem he founded a city in place of the one which had been razed to the 
ground, naming it Aelia Capitolina, and on the site of the temple of the god he raised a 
new temple to Jupiter. This brought on a war of no slight importance nor of brief 
duration, for the Jews deemed it intolerable that foreign races should be settled in their 
city and foreign religious rites planted there. So long, indeed, as Hadrian was close by in 
Egypt and again in Syria, they remained quiet, save in so far as they purposely made of 
poor quality such weapons as they were called upon to furnish, in order that the Romans 
might reject them and they themselves might thus have the use of them; but when he 
went farther away, they openly revolted. To be sure, they did not dare try conclusions 
with the Romans in the open field, but they occupied the advantageous positions in the 
country and strengthened them with mines and walls, in order that they might have 
places of refuge whenever they should be hard pressed, and might meet together 
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unobserved under ground; and they pierced these subterranean passages from above at 
intervals to let in air and light. 


